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AGENDA REPORT
BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SUBJECT: Resolution: Prematurity Awareness Day
DEPT/OFFICE: County Commissioner Curt Smith, District 4

Requested Action:
[t is requested that the Board approve a resolution recognizing the March of Dimes in Brevard County and

declaring November 17, 2016 as Prematurity Awareness Day.

Summary Explanation & Background:

Mary Ann Sinar, Development Specialist, March of Dimes, will be there to accept the resolution

POC: Molly Tice 633-2044
Molly.tice@brevardcounty.us

Exhibits Attached:

Contract /Agreement (If attached): Reviewed by County Attorney Yes [:l No l:] PR [:]

County Manager Deputy County Manager Department Director / Extension

Stockton Whitten Assistant County Manager
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST

Tammy Rowe, Clerk to the Board, 400 South Street » P.O. Box 999, Titusville, Florida 32781-0999 Telephone: (321) 637-2001
Fax: (321) 264-6972
Tammy.Rowe@brevardcierk.us

November 16, 2016

MEMORANDUM
TO: Commissioner Curt Smith, District 4  Attn: Molly Tice

RE: [Item LF., Resolution Recognizing the March of Dimes in Brevard County and Declaring
November 17, 2016, Prematurity Awareness Day

The Board of County Commissioners, in regular session on November 15, 2016, adopted
Resolution No. 16-205, to recognize the March of Dimes in Brevard County and declaring
November 17, 2016, as Prematurity Awareness Day. Enclosed is a copy of the Resolution.
Your continued cooperation is always appreciated.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SCOTT ELLIS, CLERK

\Qfdmmg L{%Ju(._)
ammy Rowe, Deputy Clerk
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Encl. (1)

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tenolution

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes Foundalion is a ploneer in improving the health of infants and women af childbearing age
by pr ting birth defects, birth, and infant mortality, and the March of Dimes was foundod by President Frankiin D.

Roosevell in 1938 lo fight '1:;.\!!0. and funded the development of hwo vaceines — siilf in use today — that victually eliminated the
crippling disease; and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in 1958, having achieved its initial mission, shifted its allention from pofio to the
pravention of birth defects, and through federal and state advocacy led the way in establishing a nationwide network of birth defects
moniloring programs and research centers: and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes has underiaken decades of groundt ing reseatch in matemal and child health, which

has led to the discovery of lifesaving products and lests such as surfactant therapy for premature infants and tests lo identify life-
threalening birth defects; and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes was & pianeer in the support of nesborn screen 9, urging Congress to pass and fund
the Newborn Scroening Saves Lives Acl, which in 2008 established national guidelines on the conditions. states should Inchide in
nowborn programs, an through state advocacy ensured that avery state screans all newborns for thal core sef of conditions; and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes is a long-time advocate for access lo health care for women of childbearing age, infants,
children, and families, ensuring they have access to private and public health covérage under private coverage, the State Children's
Health Insurance Program, Medicaid, Titte V Biock Grant, and the Affordable Care Acl; and

WHEREAS, (he March of Dimes in 2003 launched he Prematurity Campaign to address the crisis of premalure birth and
help families have full-term, healthy babies, and authored the Pn R h Expansion and Education Act for Mothers

(PREEMIE) Act, which Congress enacted in 2006 and reauthonizedd in 2013 to axpand research, education, and services lo fight
premature births; and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in Floride has L lensively to p -access o health services and health
coverage, lobaccorelaled issues, birth spacing policies thal help o reduce premature bich, and promote heallly equity, and the
March of Dimes in Florida looks forward fo partnednng with the 8 d County C i5 8 in response to the conlinued crisis of
pramalture birth; and

WHEREAS, the month of November is recognized as World Prematurity Awareness Monih to bring about recognilion of
this global heallh crisis, and Nevember 17 fs recognized as PREMATURITY AWARENESS DAY across the United States; and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes and its volunleers conlinue to advocate for national and stale health policies and
programs that affec! women of childbearing age, infants, children, and families.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF BREVARD COUNTY,
FLORIDA, does hereby declare November 1 7, 2016, as

PREMATURITY AWARENESS DAY

DONE, ORDERED, AND ADOPTED in regular session this 15" day of November, 2016,

.y

JIM BARFJELD, CHAIRMAN
ERS

BOARD @F COUNTY COMMISSH
BRE D COUNTY, FLORIDA
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2016 Prematurity Awareness Month Proclamation

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes Foundation is a pioneer in improving the health of infants and women of
childbearing age by preventing birth defects, premature birth and infant mortality, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes was founded by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1938 to fight polio,
and funded the development of two vaccines — still in use today — that virtually eliminated the crippling
disease, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in 1958, having achieved its initial mission, shifted its attention from
polio to the prevention of birth defects, and through federal and state advocacy led the way in
establishing a nationwide network of birth defects monitoring programs and research centers, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes has undertaken decades of groundbreaking research in maternal and
child health, which has led to the discovery of lifesaving products and tests such as surfactant therapy
for premature infants and tests to identify life-threatening birth defects, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes was a pioneer in the support of newborn screening, urging Congress to
pass and fund the Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act, which in 2008 established national guidelines on
the conditions states should include in newborn programs, and through state advocacy ensured that
every state screens all newborns for that core set of conditions, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes is a long-time advocate for access to health care for women of
childbearing age, infants, children, and families, ensuring they have access to private and public health
coverage under private coverage, the State Children’s Health Insurance Program, Medicaid, Title V Block
Grant, and the Affordable Care Act, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in 2003 launched the Prematurity Campaign to address the crisis of
premature birth and help families have full-term, healthy babies, and authored the Premature Research
Expansion and Education Act for Mothers (PREEMIE) Act, which Congress enacted in 2006 and
reauthorized in 2013 to expand research, education, and services to fight premature births, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes has set a national goal of reducing preterm birth to 5.5 percent in every
state by 2030, which will result in a healthier start in life for tens of thousands of infants, and

WHEREAS, 22,387 babies are born premature in the state of Florida, representing ten percent of all state
births, and

WHEREAS, Florida receives a grade of C and a disparity index ranking of 14 on the March of Dimes 2016
Premature Birth Report Card; and



WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in Florida has worked extensively to promote access to health services
and health coverage, tobacco-related issues, birth spacing policies that help to reduce premature birth
and promote health equity, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes in Florida looks forward to partnering with the Brevard County
Commissioners in response to the continued crisis of premature birth, and

WHEREAS, the month of November is recognized as World Prematurity Awareness Month to bring about
recognition of this global health crisis, and November 17 is recognized as Prematurity Awareness Day
across the United States, and

WHEREAS, the March of Dimes and its volunteers continue to advocate for national and state health
policies and programs that affect women of childbearing age, infants, children, and families, and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Curt Smith, Commissioner of Brevard County, Florida, do hereby extend special
recognition to the March of Dimes in Brevard County and declare November 17, 2016 as Prematurity
Awareness Day.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this 15 day of November, 2016.
Signature



Lewis, Sally A

= —— s —— |
From: Tice, Molly
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lewis, Sally A
Cc: Woodard, Patrick; Christine Mulligan; Donna Scott; Tammy Rowe;
deborah.thomas@brevardclerk.us; kimberly.powell@brevardclerk.us; Valliere, Jennifer
Subject: Prematurity Awareness Day
Attachments: AgendaReport 11152016 March of Dimes.docx; March of Dimes Prematurity Awareness Day

Proclamation .docx

Good afternoon Sally,

Attached please find a resolution and agenda report for Prematurity Awareness Day for the November 15 BOCC
meeting. We would greatly appreciate this being framed.

Thanks so much,

CMolly Cire

Molly Tice

Legislative Aide to Commissioner Smith

Brevard County, District 4

321.633.2044 | F:321.633.2121 | Molly.Tice@brevardfl.gov
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Bldg. C - Suite 214,
Viera, FL 32940
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Please note:
Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from the offices of elected officials are public
records available to the public and media upon request. Your email communications may therefore be subject fo public disclosure.



