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BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SUBJECT: Letter of support to protect the Department of Defense Budget from sequestration.
DEPT/OFFICE: District 1, Commissioner Robin Fisher

Requested Aclion:

Sequestration.

It is requested the Board approve a letter of support to protect the Department of Defense Budget from
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Tammy Etheridge, Clerk to the Board, 400 South Street « P.O. Box 999, Titusville, Florida 32781-0999 Telephone: (321) 637-2001
Fax: (321) 264-6972

March 4, 2015

MEMORANDUM
TO: Commissioner Robin Fisher, District 1

RE: ltem VILF.1., Letter of Support to Protect the Department of Defense Budget from
Sequestration

The Board of County Commissioners, in regular session on March 3, 2015, approved a letter to
support to protect the Department of Defense Budget from sequestration.

Your continued cooperation is always appreciated.

Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SCOTT ELLIS, CLERK

«J(.me-ﬁ 8}molo(fu
Tammy Etheridge, Deputy Clerk
/kg

cC: Each Commissioner
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

COUNTYVY 2725 Judge Fran Jamleson.Way
Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Bernie Sanders, Ranking Member
Senate Budget Committee — Minority Office
United States Senate

624 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Sanders:

On behailf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Sin ly,

RoRin [. Fisher, Chair
Brevard County Commission



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way

Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Mike Enzi, Chairman
Senate Budget Committee — Majority Office
United States Senate

624 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Enzi:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Brévajgl County Commission
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March 5, 2015

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen, Ranking Member
House Committee on the Budget

U.S. House of Representatives

134 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Van Hollen:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America,

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Robin L. Fiisher, Chair
Brevard jounty Commission



reva rd BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY 2725 Judge Fran Jamies.on'Way

Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Tom Price, Chairman
House Committee on the Budget
U.S. House of Representatives

207 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Price:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten contrals on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Sincerely,

bin/L. Fisher, Chair
revgrd County Commission
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2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way

couUnNTYV Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Kathy Castor

U.S. House of Representatives
205 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Castor:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. [f these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
workK Wwith you in defense of this great nation.

Si 7 ely,
r‘l

Robin L. Fisher, Chair
Brevard County Commission



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way
Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Jeff Miller

U.S. House of Representatives
336 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Miller:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces' ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Sincergly,

Robin|L. Fisher, Chair
Brevard Gounty Commission
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March 5, 2015

The Honorable Richard Nugent

U.S. House of Representatives

1727 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Nugent:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Sincerely,

Robin Y. Risher, Chair
Brevard Qounty Commission



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way
Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Ander Crenshaw
U.S. House of Representatives

2161 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Crenshaw

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military's readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

isher, Chair
unty Commission
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March 5, 2015

The Honorable Bill Posey

U.S. House of Representatives
120 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Posey:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.




BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way

Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Marco Rubio
United States Senate

284 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Rubio:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now. is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure, We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military's readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. If these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces’ ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history.

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to

workavith you in defense of this great nation.

Robin . Fisher, Chair
County Commission



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way
Building C

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Viera, Florida 32940

March 5, 2015

The Honorable Bill Nelson
United States Senate

716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Nelson:

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, | am writing to seek your
help to protect the Department of Defense (DoD) budget from sequestration. A return to the
inflexible caps and across-the-board cuts set by the Budget Control Act will undermine the
ability of our military to defend the United States of America.

Given the perilous and uncertain threats facing the United States and our allies around the
globe, we believe now is the wrong time for continued downsizing of our military force
structure. We are concerned the consequences of sequestration and further budget
reductions will compromise our military’s readiness and ability to defend the homeland.

Over the years Brevard County Commission members have met with congressional and
military leaders to gain perspective on military requirements and fiscal realities. We understand
current budget constraints pose serious challenges for DoD. These constraints will only
worsen if sequestration is allowed to return for Fiscal Year 2016 and beyond. if these reduced
budgets continue, the military services will lack the funds to properly train and equip the forces.
We understand the need to tighten controls on spending, but this must not come at the
expense of our armed forces' ability to fight and defend this nation, especially at this critical
point in our history. '

Diminished funding for DoD is taking a toll on readiness and driving reductions to force
structure. This requires the military services to make difficult choices that increase the risk to
our men and women in uniform. We implore you to work with your congressional colleagues to
find solutions that protect our national defense even in these severe budget times.

We appreciate your attention to these crucial matters and look forward to the opportunity to
work with you in defense of this great nation.

Brevard County Commission



