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CIRCUIT COURT DENIES BOND VALIDATION IN  
BLUE ORIGIN ECONOMIC INCENTIVE GRANT CASE 

 
TITUSVILLE, Fla. – Eighteenth Judicial Circuit Judge Jeffrey Mahl has denied Brevard 
County’s complaint for validation in the County’s seeking to borrow $8 million to fund an 
economic incentive grant to private aerospace company Blue Origin Florida, LLC. 
 
The Clerk intervened in the County’s bond validation suit on the grounds the County 
cannot borrow for operational purposes, and the bonds were not lawful.  Neither the 
Florida Constitution, Florida Statutes, or County Charter allowed for the issuance of 
debt to fund operating expenses, in this case, an economic incentive grant. 
 
“We thank Judge Mahl for intently evaluating the evidence and argument presented in 
this case.  This case was important for the Clerk to ensure the County could not obtain 
unfettered power to bond operational expenditures,” said Brevard County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Scott Ellis.  “The very plain language of the County Charter has been 
upheld. This is a win for good government requiring the County and the North Brevard 
Development District live within their means.  The case had potential statewide 
significance and we are very thankful to have prevailed.” 
 
Both the County and the Clerk presented expert testimony during a two-day evidentiary 
hearing in the case.  The County’s expert opined on economic principles, while the 
Clerk’s expert provided the Court a background on required governmental accounting 
practices.  Those practices, the Court found, govern what debts the County may issue. 
 
The Court also found that while the County has broad home rule powers, it did not have 
the ability to subvert the Florida Constitution’s balanced budget requirement. The 
issuing debt for an economic incentive grant was “in conflict with general law and the 
Constitution” as well as the Brevard County Charter. 
 
The Clerk was represented by J. Carter Andersen, David Banker, and Cate Parsley of 
Bush Ross, P.A. in Tampa as well as Rebecca E. Lober, the Clerk’s staff counsel. 
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A copy of the Court’s ruling has been attached to this press release. 

 

 
ABOUT THE CLERK: The Brevard County Clerk of the Circuit Court is the keeper of all 
the court records in the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit for Brevard County. The Clerk is the 
comptroller, county recorder, and clerk to the Brevard County Board of County 
Commissioners. Scott Ellis has served as Clerk since 2012, having previously served as 
Clerk from 2001 – 2010. 
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