Re: FY21 Cultural Support Grants

Lober, Bryan

Fri 11/6/2020 8:27 PM

To: Terri Wright <twright@fit.edu>

Cc: Commissioner, D2

Thank you for reaching out to relay your thoughts. While I have yet to fully make up my mind on the
item, | will certainly give the proposal every consideration. Have a great weekend! Kind regards,
Bryan

From: Terri Wright <twright@fit.edu>
Sent: Friday, November 6, 2020 11:32 AM
To: Lober, Bryan

Subject: FY21 Cultural Support Grants

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Dear Honorable Mr Lorber,

The Cultural Support grants provide a platform for advancing arts, culture and
creativity as vital contributors to Brevard's unique and distinctive character,
quality of life and economy. Brevard's cultural events and offerings attract visitors
and encourage longer stays and return visits. A vibrant cultural community
greatly contributes to Brevard's attractiveness as a destination. It is important to
recognize that the Cultural Support grants are an investment in Brevard's present
and future.

Highlights of the 2019 economic impact study commissioned by Brevard Cultural
Alliance found that Brevard’s cultural industry annually contributes $131 million in
total sales, $64.9 to GDP, and supports 1,768 full- and part-time jobs.

The work of the Cultural Support recipient organizations amplifies the County’s
aspirations of sustaining our community's leadership in innovation and
entrepreneurship while strengthening our cultural environment to promote a
robust future.

We thank you for your time and consideration of this matter and strongly
encourage your favorable consideration and approval of the FY21 Cultural
Support grants.

Terri Wright

General Manager, WFIT

Public Radio for the Space Coast 89.5 fm
Your support matters!



Arts and Culture Funding

Terri Wright <twright@fit.edu>
Thu 11/12/2020 10:53 AM
To: Lober, Bryan

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Dear Honorable Mr. Lorber,

| just read the FL Today account of the county commission’s meeting and narrow vote
approving 40 arts, cultural grants.

It seems that now that TDC has taken over the BCA there is no longer funding available for
Arts and Culture in Brevard unless it attracts tourists. Having been a recipient of BCA funding
for many years it is sad that providing Arts and Culture for the citizens of Brevard County is no
longer a priority.

The fact that our County Commission fails to see the value in the amazing organizations here
in Brevard that produce such high-quality performances and events that allow our residents to
be culturally enlightened without having to drive out of the county is truly heartbreaking.

By choosing to fund only the organizations that bring in tourist dollars shows a degradation in
the priority that the Commission’s role is to improve the quality of life in Brevard. By focusing
on the bottom line rather than promoting cultural enlightenment is distressing.

There should be a calculation done to estimate the money Brevard residents spend in
pursuing cultural entertainment out of our county.

| would urge the County Commission to revisit their true mission of improving the quality of life
here in Brevard and reprioritize Arts & Culture for our residents.

Respectfully,

Terri Wright

General Manager, WFIT
Public Radio for the Space Coast 89.5 fm
Your support matters!
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