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Public comment:--Banana River and Indian River lagoon status---- District 2

I have read the entire Indian River Lagoon project plan. in general; it’s a good summary of the various
contributors to the condition of the Lagoon. Unfortunately the priorities of actions and where funding
should be expended are not in sync with public opinion and common logic. In CC District 2
Commissioner Lober and his staff started evaluating the various indicated causes of lagoon damage in
early December 2018. The first concern was with our central sewage treatment plants. | am happy to
report that the three major Treatment plants in D2, i.e. The Sykes Creek plant, the Cocoa Beach Plant,
and the Cape Canaveral plant are operating in an efficient manner, have excess capacity to process with
no discharges to the Lagoon. | urge each of the other commissioners if they have not already done so
the visit the waste treatment plants in their districts and gain a firsthand understanding of the Central
Sewage disposal systems and determine if the plants are OK and the infrastructure leading to them are
in good condition..

[ think we could all agree that leakage of Raw Untreated sewage into the lagoon is unacceptable and
when it occurs it is probably the greatest threat. What was discovered is that many of the main lines
that bring raw sewage to the plants in D2 are decayed and in need of repair or replacement and have
been part of the problem for some time. This should be the 1* priority, to assure that the existing
central sewer system is not contributing to the problem, in my observation this is the largest
contributor. The 2™ priority should be conversion of septic systems within 100 ft of the Lagoon to a
Central sewer system that is properly operating and maintained. The IRL Plan identifies key Zones that
fit this category. These should be expedited without delay. | have encountered what appears to be a
overburdened bureaucratic process for getting these projects expedited. A more streamlined and
timely process is needed to move forward.

One of the areas missing from the IRL Plan is our overpopulation of manatees. The manatee population
is greater than the lagoon sea grass acreage can sustainably support. | witnessed over the last several
weeks the recovery of some sea grass in the Banana river lagoon near where | live. This last weekend a
“herd” of manatees essentially uprooted most of the new sea grass. Sea grass is essential for Lagoon
recovery...and a major contributor to sea grass demise is the overpopulation of manatees. |
recommend that the IRL planning committee contact and consult with Bob Atkins president of “ Citizens
for Florida’s Waterways”. Mr. Atkins has over 20 years of documented data with regard to sea grass
demise and manatee overpopulation.

I look forward to effective use of the IRL funding and improved lagoon help.
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