Peacock Population Issue — Community Impact

Summary

Prepared by: Adrienne Vargas
Address: 4190 Richwood Ct
District: Brevard Courity District 2
Date:May 5, 2026

Subject: Request for County Assistance with Unmanaged Peacock Population
This packet provides documentation of an ongoing peacock population issue
affecting multiple

neighborhoods. Despite HOA efforts and compliance with FWC guidance, the
issue continues to escalate and requires County-level support.

Included:

- Summary of impacts
- Petition

- Resident statements
- Photos

- Correspondence




Summary of Impacts and Actions

Overview

Multiple neighborhoods are experiencing a growing and unmanaged peacock
population extending

beyond HOA boundaries.

Actions Taken
HOA notices, removal of food sources, deterrents, tree trimming, and guidance
from EWC have been followed. FWC and BCSO have been contacted and

advised this falls outside their scope.

Impacts
Noise disturbances (2-5 AM), sleep disruption, property damage, sanitation

concerns, and safety risks
involving traffic and pedestrians.

Challenges
Feeding continues in non-HOA areas. HOA cannot allocate funds without 75%

vote.

Reguest

Request County evaluation and consideration of hiring a licensed wildlife trapper.

Precedent
Nearby Cocoa Beach addressed a similar issue by hiring a licensed wildlife
trapper.



Petition: Request for Brevard County Assistance with Peacock Population

We, the undersigned residents of Brevard County District 2, are requesting County assistance
regarding the growing peacock population affecting our neighborhoods.

Despite efforts by residents and HOAs, including following guidance from the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, the issue continues to worsen and cannot be managed at
the community level.

We are experiencing ongoing disturbances including noise, property damage, sanitation
concerns, and safety risks.

We respectfully request that the County evaluate this issue and consider coordinating or funding
licensed wildlife removal services.
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Resident Statement — Peacock Impact

Name: C/L//M(CS H Br AbG

Address: _ /540 S, OFKS P, Merairi I5Erp, Rz9s 2

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing

peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

Early morning noise (2—5 AM)
L1 Sleep disruption
Property damage
(I Sanitation concerns
O Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

) s
Signature: C'#/é D% g;@;—""

Date: 5/& / 2020,
/7




Resident Statement — Peacock Impact

o
Name: "~ /) M /4 ) ) o ek

Address: /SYS 5. OALs DR MeERLi7T Zb(.f-bdgjj s 329552

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing
peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

E{Early morning noise (2-5 AM)
L1 Sleep disruption
% Property damage
D Sanitation concerns
TjﬁSafety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

Signature: _ \.22
C_.-—/""ﬂ-lf’m T

Date: S / 5/2 i




'Resident Statement — Peacock Impact

Name: maﬁLqﬁA&‘) /Q/jg&/f
Address: HQO S, OO,,(S I_me_mf}—hl- }5/5‘_,,?0]’ FL 32952

Statement:
I am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing
peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

IZﬁEarIy morning noise (2-5 AM)
leep disruption
Property damage
élf@anitation concerns
S

afety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

7 y
g S0 / P
Signature: -~ / A /1\]\

4 Y
Date: A// Zg/ olfp




Resident Statement — Peacock limpact

Name: é 244 %c”/é"—’u
B B /

Address:ﬁi/‘/ﬁﬂ 504’/(5 Dr. M. 1T /r/éi

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing

peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

liﬂrE_arIyF morning noise (2-5 AM)

Sleep disruption ' : ¥ ',
#Property damage 5~ hi wgle ;{fﬁ/&)ﬂf%g 7 MEG & (’/4/ e 7 )”{5- /4
&4 Sanitation concerns )59 fé TV f./, ; Th /Jz‘ﬁjjf o7 Fhe Z//y/

Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

B ssse ol the spimber Posesers Ferple porkwyg 7he
sTvret wetch Thém

Signature: Mﬁ&fﬁ/
/

Date: /9’7/?/\/ 3 AORE




Resident Statement — Peacock Impact

Namg_/, 5296/’“&/1 sz_z,&/?t/t;t’é__
Ay §5 Lawre ] O~ Lo-ne_

T¥erri 1T Fian

S FRTE A

&  Resident Statement...

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing peacock
population. This includes (check all that apply):

# Early morning noise (2-5 AM)
¥ Sleep disruption
»* ® Property damage
& of Sanitation concerns
w’Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional): | )
f’m ont of Fhogs  sadries) il ?_Mﬁg Y
Lhs Fidcolt = popgulals ov— ndii oo

Signature: s A e e d
7

Date: /‘;P/a?_ f//J 4 -t

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AIxtzZUwWFWcSGm23eDgHzdxujgCdZYZbmnpVsiGPGAZU/mobilebasic 4/28/26, 8:37 AM
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Resident Statement — Peacock Impact

Name: JQr‘af/mrc{ + G’a” 6ecaf)[e,cj
Lllffé) }—ﬁ_/x_/'a{ Oak Lﬂ,mf,

< Resident Statement... Merm £ |sland, FL 22755

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing peacock

population. This includes (check all that apply):

leep disruption
I:]})Drc:'perty damage

E/Sanitation concerns
Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

géarly morning noise (2-5 AM)

Additional comments (optional):
We. (orey about po entiod /{ama%g, b our root.  Whem the

Ef{:cﬂwcécs a(—'l\[ and land on Hee Moot - we hear e ]cwca[c'rtj
({VVIP(

Signature: &‘3 4@/;)2 jé’,-ﬂr/.(: 7’@:72;4?747 e

Date: J/L,?J//‘,:zo.»?é
77

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AIxtzUwFWeSGm23eDgHzdxujqCdZY¥YZbmnpVsiGPGAZU/mobilebasic 4126/26, 9:17 AM
Page 1 0of 1



Resident Statement — Peacock Impact "

wne__(DNNIE PARR

Address: IQO ALAMEDA DE
/nz’/e/em’ T5LAND FL 32952

|ama reS|dent of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing
peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

XEarty morning noise (2-5 AM)

X{ Sleep disruption

,-'ifProperty damage

X Sanitation concerns

MSafety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

STRESS To RouEs, FS ENGESGRIESAND

Signature:

) QM 2020




Resident Statement = Peacock Impact

Name: / j)ler;;-! g J/fmnm y \A/ﬁrﬁeﬂ/

Address: /55 /)Mmeda 191/ MNMewuitt IS

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing

peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

IZ/EarIy morning noise (2—5 AM)
IZ/SIeep disruption

Property damage
géranitation concerns

Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

Signature: ng%/ Gz

Date: 6/// 2 7{/ 202,

%wu By —

4121 205



Resident Statement — Peacock Impact |

Name: Tim and Kara Boyd

Address: 190 Alameda Drive, Merritt [sland, Florida, 32953

Statement:
| am a resident of the area and have personally experienced issues related to the growing

peacock population. This includes (check all that apply):

y]' Early morning noise (2-5 AM)

K Sleep disruption

R Property damage

K Sanitation concerns

73 Safety concerns (traffic/pedestrians)

Additional comments (optional):

//LQL/ /LM &{fma e L [f_rc( /%7’ (ZMC/C,/
my ' cars a~d m/ Vo sc,sz/fj 7’%2—\/ G -

-~

Signature: 2/7 /2 @j& LT ML AR CE -

Date: 04-26-2026






























SRR o

T o .

K W, T
= —







Care360°®

%ﬁ%"u Gmaﬁ Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com>

Merritt Island — Ongoing Peafowl Noise and Public Nuisance Concern
5 messages

Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 6, 2026 at 2:53 PM
To: D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov

Commissioner Goodson,

[ am a resident of Merritt Island (32952) writing to request assistance regarding a
growing public nuisance involving a large population of free-roaming peafowl in our
area.

There are currently an estimated 40-50 peafowl roosting nightly across multiple
residential properties and surrounding streets. This population appears to be sustained by
ongoing artificial feeding occurring in nearby areas.

During the current breeding season, the noise has become severe and persistent,
particularly overnight and in the early morning hours. The volume and frequency of the
calls are significant enough to be heard throughout entire homes, even with windows
closed and sound mitigation efforts in place.

For many residents, this is no longer a minor inconvenience. It is substantially affecting
sleep, work performance, and daily functioning, and in some cases, children’s ability to
rest adequately before school. The impact is ongoing and has reached a level that
interferes with normal residential use and quiet enjoyment of property.

I have attempted to seek guidance through both the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) and the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office/Animal
Control, however I was advised that this issue does not fall under their jurisdiction and
no assistance was provided. As a result, I am reaching out at the County level for
direction.

Because the birds are distributed across multiple parcels and nearby streets — including
areas outside of HOA jurisdiction — this is not an issue that can be reasonably
addressed by individual homeowners. Private trapping efforts are impractical without



® . .
coordinated access and would place an unfi3r$88ncial burden on a single resident for
what is clearly a community-wide condition.

Given these circumstances, I respectfully request:

o Evaluation of whether artificial feeding practices are contributing to an -
unsustainable concentration of animals

o Determination of whether this situation meets criteria for a public nuisance under
county ordinances

o Guidance on enforcement options, if applicable

o Consideration of coordinated, humane population management strategies

Multiple residents are experiencing similar impacts and are beginning to reach out as
well. We are seeking guidance and support from the County on how this situation can be
addressed at an appropriate level.

I would appreciate any direction your office can provide regarding next steps or
appropriate channels for resolution.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Adrienne Vargas

4190 Richwood Court
Merritt Island, FL 32952



Care360®

Commissioner, D2 <D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov> Tue, Apr 7, 2026 at 9:47 AM

To: Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com>
Cc: "Commissioner, D2" <D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov>

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting Commissioner Goodson and for sharing your concerns regarding peafow! activity.

The Florida Wildlife Alert hotline shared the following information with us:

peafowl is considered domesticated livestock, not wildlife by the FWC (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission)

It is not illegal to feed the peafowl

For more information including how to discourage peafow! from your yard, here is a link to the FWC website
https://myfwe.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/domestic-peafowl/#:~:text=Peafowl%20(males %20are%
20peacocks%20and,properties %200r%20by%20being%20released.

If removal of the peafowl is desired, you may hire a third party — FWC maintains a list of Nuisance Wildlife Control Operators at
https://app.myfwc.com/HGM/NWT/NWTSearch.aspx

For further questions and/or information, you may call the FWC Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-3922.

Brevard County does have an animal control ordinance, which you can review at the following link. To determine whether an issue
qualifies as a nuisance, please refer to Section 14-57- Creation of Nuisance.

https://library.municode.com/fi/brevard_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeld=PTIICOOR_CH14AN

The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office Animal Services is the enforcement authority for the animal control ordinance. To file a complaint,
please call their non-emergency dispatch (Central Area) at 321-633-7162.

You may also reach Animal Services Administration directly at:

Address: 1515 Sarno Road, Bldg. B, Melbourne, FI 32935

Phone: (321) 633-2024

Email: animalservices@bcso.us

Website: hitps://www.brevardsheriff.com/home/commands-services/operational-services/animal-

services/enforcement/

Thank you again for contacting our office. Please feel free to reach out with any future concerns.

Susan Smith

Legislative Aide

Brevard County Commissioner Tom Goodson District 2
2573 Norih Courtenay Parkway Suiie 200

Memit island, FL 32953

Ph: {321)454-6601

E-mail: susan.Smiith@brevardfl.gov




Care360®

Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com=> Tue, Apr 7, 2026 at 12:59 PM

To: Commissioner D2 <D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov> '
Bce: Mattalbert66@gmail.com, Johnnydanger_2000@yahoo.com, bgbeechie@bellsouth.net, cparr12345@gmail.com,

leighlynch7 @gmail.com, Jacquiedumas@gmail.com, mailekawahakui@gmail.com

Commissioner Goodson,
Thank you for your previous response and for providing the relevant Brevard County ardinance.

After reviewing Sec. 14-57 — Creation of Nuisance, | would like to respectfully clarify that the current situation appears to
meet multiple criteria outlined within the ordinance.

Specifically:

- Section (b) states that it is unlawful for an animal to make sounds persistently or continuously for a period of 15 minutes or
longer when not properly contained. The peafowl in our area vocalize repeatedly throughout the night during breeding
season, often waking residents multiple times and clearly exceeding this threshold.

- Section (f) states that feeding animals in a manner that creates a nuisance is prohibited. The continued artificial feeding
occurring in nearby areas appears to be directly contributing to the sustained and increasing concentration of approximately
40-50 peafowl, which is the root cause of the ongoing disturbance.

- The issue spans multiple properties and is not confined to a single parcel, making it impractical for any individual
homeowner to resolve independently.

Additionally, Section (@) indicates that nuisance complaints may be substantiated through affidavits from multiple residents. [
am currently coordinating with other affected neighbors who are experiencing similar nighttime disturbance.

Given that this situation appears to meet the County’s own nuisance criteria, | respectfully request:

- Confirmation that this issue qualifies for investigation under Sec. 14-57

- Guidance on submitting the required affidavits or formal documentation

- Direction on how Animal Services intends to investigate and enforce this ordinance in a multi-property scenario

- Clarification on whether enforcement actions can be taken regarding feeding practices contributing to the nuisance

This is an ongoing, nightly disturbance that is significantly affecting residents' ability to sleep and function normally, and we
are seeking a clear path forward under the County’s existing ordinance.

| appreciate your time and look forward to your guidance on next steps.
Sincerely,

Adrienne Vargas
Merritt Island, FL 3295

On Apr 7, 2026, at 9:47 AM, Commissioner, D2 <D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov> wrote:

Good morning,

Thank you for contacting Commissioner Goodson and for sharing your concerns regarding peafow! activity.

The Florida Wildlife Alert hotline shared the following information with us:

» Peafowl is considered domesticated livestock, not wildlife by the FWC (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission)



®
Merritt Island, FL 32952 Care360

Formal Nuisance Complaint — Sec. 14-57 Peafowl Disturbance (Merritt Island)

Straight, Jennifer <jennifer.straight@bcso.us> Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 11:00 AM
To: Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com>, Animal Services <animalservices@bcso.us>
Cc: Commissioner DZ <D2.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov>

Hello Ms. Vargas:

We understand your frustration and looked into this a little more for you. Please see below FWC's link to Domestic
Peafowl, which includes information, guidelines, and some possible discouragement solutions.

https://myfwec.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/domestic-fowl/

Thank

Jenntfer Straight|d42

Brevard County Sheriff's Office Animal Services

Sworn Senior Animal Enforcement Operations Supervisor
1515 Sarno Road

Melbourne, Florida 32935

Phone: 321-633-2024 ext. 50442

Fax: 321-633-2141

Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 13, 2026 at 12:37 PM
To: johnwitcher@icloud.com

[Quoted text hidden)

windrake <windrake2002@yahoo.com> Tue, Apr 14, 2026 at 2:45 PM
To: Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com>

Adrienne,

Thank you so much for sending me a copy of the letter sent. | hope as a neighborhood we can all agree to doing
something concrete to rid ourselves of this terrible situation.

Please keep me informed and I'll help you in whatever way you direct me.

Gratefully,
Debby Gauntlett

[Quoted text hidden]



Care360°®

Wﬁ: Gmaig Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com>

Escalation: Ongoing Peafowl Nuisance — Conflicting Agency Guidance (Merritt
Island)

3 messages

Adrienne Vargas <adriennemvargas@gmail.com> _ Mon, Apr 13,2026 at 12:32 PM
To: "Commissioner, D2" <D2.Commissioner@brevardﬂ.goﬁ(b, animalservices@bcso.us, jennifer.straight@bcso.us

Bce: Steve and Terri Russell <tir60@cfl.rr.com>, "Lynch, Michael & Leigh" <leighlynch7 @gmail.com>, Mike Lynch
<lynch_mike@ymail.com>, Jacquie Albert <Jacquiedumas@gmail.com>, Jack Masucci <jackmasuccijewelers@gmail.com>,
"Boyd, Tim" <Johnnydanger_2000@yahoo.com>, "Parr, Jim & Connie" <cparr12345@gmail.com>, Maile Kawahakui
<mailekawahakui@gmail.com>, Deborah Gauntlett <windrake2002@yahoo.com>, Cheryl Warren <cwarreni@cfl.rr.com>,
Tracy Gray <tracypgray@gmail.com>, "brandynetties@gmail.com” <brandynettles@gmail.com>, "Beagley, Dick &Gail"
<bgbeechie@bellsouth.net>

Commissioner Goodson,

| am following up regarding the ongoing peafow! nuisance issue in Merritt [sland (32952), as well as the guidance | have
received from both Brevard County Animal Services and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).

At this point, | am seeking clarification and assistance at the County level due to conflicting direction between agencies.

- Brevard County Animal Services has advised that this is a wildlife issue and directed us to FWC
« FWC has previously advised that this is not within their scope and referred us back to local Animal Control

As a result, residents are being directed back and forth without a clear path to resolution, despite the issue continuing to
significantly impact multiple households.

As previously outlined, there are approximately 40-50 peafow! roosting across multiple residential properties and nearby
streets. During breeding season, the noise is persistent overnight and has become severe enough to disrupt sleep on a
nightly basis, affecting work, daily functioning, and children’s rest before school.

We have also attempted to follow the recommended mitigation strategies provided, including discouraging the birds from
entering individual properties. However, this approach has not been effective, as the peafowl are roosting across multiple
surrounding properties and public areas. There are several people feeding the peafowl so they do not leave. This is no
longer a situation that can be managed at the individual property ievel.

Additionally, the Brevard County ordinance (Sec. 14-57) appears to apply in this situation, specifically regarding:

- Persistent noise disturbance
« Animal concentration across multiple properties
» Feeding practices contributing to a nuisance condition

Because this is a multi-property issue involving numerous parcels, it is not feasible or reasonable for a single homeowner
to coordinate or fund private trapping efforts across multiple properties.

Given these circumstances, | respectfully request:

» Clarification on which agency has jurisdiction to investigate and enforce this nuisance condition
» Direction on how residents can formally proceed when agencies are unable to assume responsibility
» Consideration of a coordinated County-level response, given the scope and multi-resident impact

At least 10 other residents have now reported similar concerns, and we are seeking a clear and actionable path forward.
Several residents are prepared to submit formal nuisance affidavits if required under Sec. 14-57(g).

Thank you for your time and assistance in helping resolve this ongoing issue.

Sincerely,
Adrienne Vargas

4190 Richwood Ct



