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New Business - Miscellaneous

J.6. 7/19/2022

Subject:

Direct staff to begin the process of modifying the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency boundaries.

Fiscal Impact:
Unknown

Dept/Office:

District 3 Commission Office

Requested Action:

Direct staff to begin the process of modifying the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency (MIRA) boundaries in
accordance with Chapter 163, Part lll, Florida Statutes, including but not limited to Section 163.361, to remove
the HealthFirst hospital complex te-beremoved] located on Merritt Island from MIRA boundaries and to
amend the MIRA Redevelopment Plan accordingly.

Summary Explanation and Background:

The Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency is a Brevard County CRA established by the Brevard County Board of
County Commissioners in the late 1980s. The current MIRA Redevelopment Plan is approximately nine years
old. Itis requested that staff revisit the Redevelopment Plan and bring back to the Board the updated
Redevelopment Plan and associated ordinance amending the boundaries of MIRA to remove the HealthFirst
hospital complex located on Merritt Island and take any other necessary steps required by law.

Clerk to the Board Instructions:

Brevard County Board of County Commissioners Page 1 of 1 Printed on 7/14/2022
powered by Legislar™

854



BREVAR u1?

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER
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Kimberly Pow,
y ell, Clerk to the Board, 400 South Strest » PO, Box 999, Titusville, Florida 32781 -0989 Telephone: (321) 637. 2001

. Fax: (321) 284-6972
Kimberly. Powell@brevardelark. us

July 20, 2022

MEMORANDUM
TO: Commissioner John Tobia, District 3

RE:  Item J.6., Direct Staff to begin the process of Modifying the Merritt Island Redevelopment
Agency (MIRA) Boundaries

The Board of County Commissioners in regular session on July 19, 2022, directed staff to begin
the process of modifying the MIRA boundaries in accordance with Chapter 163, Part Ill, Florida
Statutes, including but not limited to Section 163.361, to remove the Health First Hospital complex
located on Merritt Island from MIRA boundaries and to amend the MIRA Redevelopment Plan
accordingly.

Your continued cooperation is always appreciated.
Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RACHEL M. SADOFF, CLERK

).
mz*(;-,/ﬂ
oard

I, ,’? 7
berly Powell, Clerk to the B

cc: County Manager

County Attorney
MIRA

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Motion:

| have spoken to the County Attorney and County Manager’s Offices, and this motion is their suggestion
on how to begin the process:

Motion to direct staff to begin the process of modifying the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency
(MIRA) boundaries in accordance with Chapter 163, Part lll, Florida Statutes, including but not limited to
Section 163.361, to remove HealthFirst hospital complex located on Merritt Island from MIRA and to
amend the MIRA Redevelopment Plan accordingly.
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Select Year: 2021 v [ Go |

The 2021 Florida Statutes

Title XI Chapter 163 View Entire
COUNTY ORGANIZATION AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL Chapter
RELATIONS PROGRAMS

163.370 Powers; counties and municipalities; community redevelopment agencies.—
(1) Counties and municipalities may not exercise the power of eminent domain for the purpose of preventing or
eliminating a slum area or blighted area as defined in this part; however, counties and municipalities may acquire

73.013 and 73.014 or other general law.
(2) Every county and municipality shall have all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out and effectuate

under this part.

(b) To disseminate slum clearance and community redevelopment information.

(c) To undertake and carry out community redevelopment and related activities within the community
redevelopment area, which may include:

1. Acquisition of property within a slum area or a blighted area by purchase, lease, option, gift, grant,
bequest, devise, or other voluntary method of acquisition.

2. Demolition and removal of buildings and improvements.

redevelopment plan.

4. Disposition of any property acquired in the community redevelopment area at its fair value as provided in s.
163.380 for uses in accordance with the community redevelopment plan.

5. Carrying out plans for a program of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings or other
improvements in accordance with the community redevelopment plan.

6. Acquisition by purchase, lease, option, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or other voluntary method of acquisition
of real property in the community redevelopment area which, under the community redevelopment plan, is to be
repaired or rehabilitated for dwelling use or related facilities, repair or rehabilitation of the structures for
guidance purposes, and resale of the property.

of any other real property in the community redevelopment area when necessary to eliminate unhealthful,
unsanitary, or unsafe conditions; (essen density; eliminate obsolete or other uses detrimental to the public
welfare; or otherwise to remove or prevent the spread of blight or deterioration or to provide land for needed
public facilities.

8. Acquisition, without regard to any requirement that the area be a slum or blighted area, of air rights in an
area consisting principally of land in highways, railway or subway tracks, bridge or tunnel entrances, or other
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surveys, appraisals, soundings, or test borings and to obtain an order for this purpose from a court of competent
jurisdiction in the event entry is denied or resisted.

2. To acquire by purchase, lease, option, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or other voluntary method of acquisition
any personal or real property, together with any improvements thereon.

3. To hold, improve, clear, or prepare for redevelopment any such property.

4. To mortgage, pledge, hypothecate, or otherwise encumber or dispose of any real property.

(2) To borrow money and to apply for and accept advances, loans, grants, contributions, and any other form of
financial assistance from the Federal Government or the state, county, or other public body or from any sources,

contract with any person, public or private, in making and carrying out such plans; and to adopt or approve,
modify, and amend such plans, which plans may include, but are not limited to:

1. Plans for carrying out a program of voluntary or compulsory repair and rehabilitation of buildings and
improvements.
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2. Plans for the enforcement of state and local laws, codes, and regulations relating to the use of land and the
use and occupancy of buildings and improvements and to the compulsory repair, rehabilitation, demolition, or
removal of buildings and improvements,

3. Appraisals, title searches, surveys, studies, and other plans and work necessary to prepare for the
undertaking of community redevelopment and related activities.

(i) To develop, test, and report methods and techniques, and carry out demonstrations and other activities, for
the prevention and the elimination of slums and urban blight and developing and demonstrating new or improved
means of providing housing for families and persons of low income.,

(§) To apply for, accept, and utilize grants of funds from the Federal Government for such purposes.

(k) To prepare plans for and assist in the relocation of persons (including individuals, families, business
concerns, nonprofit organizations, and others) displaced from a community redevelopment area and to make
relocation payments to or with respect to such persons for moving expenses and losses of property for which
reimbursement or compensation is not otherwise made, including the making of such payments financed by the
Federal Government.

() To appropriate such funds and make such expenditures as are necessary to carry out the purposes of this
part; to zone or rezone any part of the county or municipality or make exceptions from building regulations; and to
enter into agreements with a housing authority, which agreements may extend over any period, notwithstanding
any provision or rule of law to the contrary, respecting action to be taken by such county or municipality pursuant
to any of the powers granted by this part.

(m) To close, vacate, plan, or replan streets, roads, sidewalks, ways, or other places and to plan or replan any
part of the county or municipality.

(n) To organize, coordinate, and direct the administration of the provisions of this part, as they may apply to
such county or municipality, in order that the objective of remedying slum and blighted areas and preventing the
causes thereof within such county or municipality may be most effectively promoted and achieved and to establish
such new office or offices of the county or municipality or to reorganize existing offices in order to carry out such
purpose most effectively.

(0) To develop and implement community policing innovations,

(3) The following projects may not be paid for or financed by increment revenues:

(a) Construction or expansion of administrative buildings for public bodies or police and fire buildings, unless
each taxing authority agrees to such method of financing for the construction or expansion, or unless the
construction or expansion is contemplated as part of a community policing innovation.

(b) Installation, construction, reconstruction, repair, or alteration of any publicly owned capital improvements
or projects if such projects or improvements were scheduled to be installed, constructed, reconstructed, repaired,
or altered within 3 years of the approval of the community redevelopment plan by the governing body pursuant to
a previously approved public capital improvement or project schedule or plan of the governing body which
approved the community redevelopment plan unless and until such projects or improvements have been removed
from such schedule or plan of the governing body and 3 years have elapsed since such removal or such projects or
improvements were identified in such schedule or plan to be funded, in whole or in part, with funds on deposit
within the community redevelopment trust fund.

() General government operating expenses unrelated to the planning and carrying out of a community
redevelopment plan.

(4) With the approval of the governing body, a community redevelopment agency may:

(a) Prior to approval of a community redevelopment plan or approval of any modifications of the plan, acquire
real property in a community redevelopment area by purchase, lease, option, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or other
voluntary method of acquisition; demolish and remove any structures on the property; and pay all costs related to
the acquisition, demalition, or removal, including any administrative or relocation expenses.

(b) Assume the responsibility to bear any loss that may arise as the result of the exercise of authority under
this subsection, in the event that the real property is not made part of the community redevelopment area.
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5) A community redevelopment agency shall procure all commodities and services under the same purchasing
processes and requirements that apply to the county or municipality that created the agency.

History.—s. 9, ch. 69-305; s, 7, ch. 77-391; s, 11, ch. 84-356; 5. 7, ch. 93-286; s. 8, ch. 94-236; s. 8, ch. 98-314; s. 10, ch. 2006-11; s. 6,
ch. 2006-307; s. 9, ch. 2007-5; s 4, ch. 2019-163.

Copyright © 1995-2022 The Florida Legislature » Privacy Statement » Contact Us
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WATCH: New Merritt Island Welcome Sign

Unveiled by County Leaders, Merritt Island
Redevelopment Agency

By Space Coast Daily // June 8, 2022

SEACL COAST

DAY 1 SPACE COAST DAILY TELEVISION

BREVARD COUNTY - MERRITT ISLAND, FLORIDA - A new, modern illuminated sigh was unveiled on
Tuesday at the northern entrance to Merritt Island off N. Courtenay Blvd.

The purpose — to welcome people to Merritt Island.
This greeting has a good ring to it, and what better
way than to say it in a sign.

The road to the June 7, 2022 unveiling of the new
‘Welcome to Merritt Island’ sign began with a March
2018 email from former County Commissioner Ron
Pritchard to Commissioner Bryan Lober, who had
recently taken office.

Pritchard commented on the shoddiness of the sign
outside of the commission office on North Courtenay
Pkwy, and sought help in its restoration. Pritchard
recollected how this was the last of four signs that had
been erected nearly two decades ago, when the motto

“Where Dreams are Launched” was selected by
competition.

Commission staff determined that the sign was beyond repair, and proposed that a new sign be built and

erected. The Space Coast Association of Realtors agreed to help, but unfortunately a County ordinance
prohibited that funding avenue.
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The Commission office then turned to the Merritt Island Redevelopment Agency (MIRA), whose board of
directors strongly agreed to finance the new sign.

: > X

“Thanks to the diligent efforts of MIRA staff and the Brevard County Facilities team, a larger and
redesigned sign was finally erected. Sadly, Ron Pritchard passed away last year, but we truly believe
he would have approved of the new sign.” said Fritz Van Vanvolkenburgh

At the June 7th sign unveiling, the crowd that gathered under the cloudless sky included Melodie and
Charles Tucker, who, along with two other Islanders, had submitted the motto “Where Dreams are
Launched.”

It's comforting to know that while signs may be replaced, folks like the Tuckers continue to live the dream in
Merritt Island.
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