
UNLAWFUL DETAINER FLOWCHART 
(possession only; not damages) 

Submit: 
• Complaint for Unlawful Detainer 
• Summons for Unlawful Detainer 

Wait 5 business 
days from the date 
complaint is served 

5  
days 

Has 
Defendant 
answered? 

Submit: 
• Motion for Clerk 

Default 
• Non-Military Affidavit* 
• Motion for Default 

Final Judgment 
• Proposed Final 

Judgment 
• Writ of Possession** 
 
 

No Has 
Defendant 
vacated? 

Yes 

Submit: 
• Notice of 

Voluntary 
Dismissal 
OR 
proceed 
with case 

 
No Yes 

Submit: 
• Notice of Hearing  
  (schedule hearing date 

with Judge’s judicial 
assistant) 

• Proposed Final 
Judgment 

• Writ of Possession** 
 

* If Defendant is 
in the military, 
hire an attorney 

Clerk 
enters a 
Default 

 
 

Is there a 
residential rental 

agreement? 

No 

Yes 

Eviction action 
is required 

(not Unlawful 
Detainer) 

 

** If judgment is for the plaintiff, it is up to the plaintiff to decide whether or 
not to provide the Writ of Possession to the Sheriff’s Office. 
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