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Unfinished Business

1.2, 7/19/2022
Subject:

County Attorney’s Agreement

Fiscal Impact:

Dept/Office:
County Manager’s Office

Requested Action:
Attorney’s Agreement.

Summary Explanation and Background:
Onluly 5, 2022, the Board appointed and approved a Negotiation Committee to approach and offer Cecil
“Morris” Richardson the position of County Attorney.

On Friday, July 15, 2022, the Negotiation Committee and Mr. Richardson met and negotiated the terms of the
County Attorney’s Agreement for the Board’s consideration and approval,

Negotiated terms in the County Attorney’s Agreement include:

® The effective date of XXXXXXX XX, 2022.

® The annual salary of SXXXXXXXXX.

® County agrees to pay employee a lump sum Séverance cash payment equal to twenty (20) weeks of
tOmpensation if separation is for the convenience of the County.

® The employee’s prior service with FRS employers shall be credited toward his years of service with

® The County agrees to pay the County Attorney’s professional dues for membership in the Florida Bar
and fees for professional services.

* (Any other terms agreed upon will be added) ) W 3
Clerk to the Board Instructions: " S
Return a copy of thé executed agreement'to the Gounty Attorney’s Office.
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Kimberly Powell, Clerk to the Board, 400 South Street » PO. Box 999, Titusville, Florida 32781-0999 Telephone: (321) 637-2001

. Fax: (321) 264-6972
Kimberty. Powell@brevardcierk.us

July 20, 2022

MEMORANDUM
TO: Frank Abbate, County Manager
RE:  Item 1.2., County Attorney’s Agreement

The Board of County Commissioners, in regular session on July 19, 2022, considered and
approved the County Attorney’s Agreement.

Your continued cooperation is always appreciated.
Sincerely,

BOARD OF/COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RACHELM. SADOFF, CLE
/ !

A

!l.’ ¥] ~
"1<imberly Powell, Clerk to the Board

/ns
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Morris Richardson

\

April 24, 2021

Brevard County Board of Cou nty Commissioners
The Honomble Rita Pritchett, Chair

The Honormable Kristine Zonka, Vice Chair

The Honorable Bryan Lober, Commissioner

The Honorable Curt Smith, Commissioner

The Honorable John Tobia, Commissioner

Re:  Brevard Cou nty Attorney Recruitment

Dear Commissioners:

Please accept my application to be your next county attomey. Having served for over ten years in the
Brevard County Attomey’s Office, writing this letter feels like the first step on a journey home.

I am a proud product of Melboume High School and the Florida Institute of Technology. After
graduating from Vanderbilt Law School, I retumed to Florida, where I worked in private practice for
two of the most respected law firms in the state. While representing a client at a city council meeting
one night, I became curious about life on the other side of the dais. That initial spark of interest grew
into a passion for local government law. I joined the Brevard County Attorney’s Office in 2005 and

never looked back.

and support staff.

I left the County Attomey’s Office in 2015 to become the City Attorney for West Melboume. As City
Attomey, Ireport directly to the seven-member City Council. Inaddition to providing every legal service
required by the City Council and administration, I attend every meeting of the City Council, Planning
and Zoning Board, Board of Ad justment, and Code Enforcement Board.

I'endeavor to cultivate comfortable, collaborative, and mutually respectful relatio nships with the elected
officials I serve. It is my mission to further the policy objectives of the governing body, while working
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Brevard County Attomey Recruitment
Cover Letter
Page 2

I keep elected officials well-informed. Importantly, I give unvarnished legal advice and do not hesitate
to tell hard truths,

Attomey Eden Bentley, and leamed much from both. I look forward 1o discussing the future of legal
leadership in the County Attorney’s Office with each of you,

Very tly yours,

Moriis Rickurdsos

Morris Richardson
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Morris Richardson

\

Objective
To provide excellent representation and legal leadership to local government clients.

Legal Experience

CITY ATTORNEY | CITY OF WEST MELBOURNE | SEPTEMBER 2015 - PRESENT

As chief legal officer for the City, provides representation, opinions, and advice to the City Council, City
Manager, and City boards and departments. Prepares or reviews proposed legislation, contracts, and

litigation and contract negotiations. Attends all meetings of the City Council, Planning and Zoning Board,
Board of Adjustment, and Code Enforcement Board. Manages Legal Department staff and budget.

ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY | BREVARD COUNTY | JUNE 2005 - AUGUST 2015

Under the direction of the County Attorney, provided legal representation, opinions, and advice to the
Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, and assigned County departments, boards, and
agencies. Represented the Board of County Commissioners in lawsuits in state and federal courts and
administrative proceedings. Attended Board of County Commissioners zoning meetings, and all meetings
of the Planning and Zoning Board and Contractor Licensing Board.

SPECIAL MAGISTRATE & CODE ENF ORCEMENT BOARD ATTORNEY | CITY OF PALM
BAY|JULY 2010 - AUGUST 2015

On a contract basis, presided over hearings and decided code enforcement lien reduction petitions and
parking citation appeals. Provided representation and advice to the Code Enforcement Board.

ASSOCIATE | LOWNDES, DROSDICK, DOSTER, KANTOR & REED, P.A. | MAY 2000 -
FEBRUARY 2002, APRIL 2003 - MAY 2005 | ORLANDO
Represented private sector clients in construction, contract, real estate, land use, class action, and complex

commercial litigation.

ASSOCIATE | GRAY ROBINSON, P.A. | FEBRUARY 2002 - MARCH 2003 | MELBOURNE
Represented private sector clients in contract, employment, labor, and land use matters,

Education

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW | DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE | MAY 2000
Dean’s List; Best Oralist Award, National Moot Court Competition Southeast Region; National Moot Court
Team; Moot Court Board.

FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY | BACHELOR OF ARTS | AUGUST 1996
Graduated with High Honor.
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