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New Business - Public Safety Group

J.2. 3/9/2021

Subject:

Proposed Fire Assessment for Brevard County Fire Rescue

Fiscal Impact:
To be determined by Board consideration for two adjustment options to the current Fire Assessment Rate

Dept/Office:
Public Safety/Brevard County Fire Rescue

Requested Action:

Fire Rescue is requesting Board consideration for three actions 1) Tentatively approve a fire assessment
adjustment after considering two options, 2) Approve Fire Assessment Notice to Property Owners, and 3)
Approve Public Hearing for final approval of the proposed Fire Assessment.

Summary Explanation and Background:

At the February Budget Workshop, Public Safety presented a Fire Assessment proposal to be effective Fiscal
Year 2021-2022. The Board gave staff general direction to bring back options to meet identified requirements
in funding that address operating expenses. The Fire Assessment is one of two revenue sources that fund Fire
Operations and is responsible for funding personnel, capital, infrastructure, and a reserve balance for the
department.

The current Fire Assessment was developed in 2008 and readjusted in 2018 upon public hearing and Board
approval. Population growth contributing to increased workload, employee turnover resulting in excess
overtime, and year-to-year inflation on emergency equipment and supplies are escalating operating expenses
for Fire Rescue.

Action 1: Proposed Fire Assessment Rates:

Option 1
A 29% adjustment to the current Fire Assessment rates using current approved Fire Assessment methodology

with annually adjusted increases to CPl or 3%, whichever is lower. The new assessment rate equates to a
$4.75 per month increase to the average assessed homeowner.

This adjusted rate would generate approximately $7,267,100 annually in additional revenue.

This increase will focus investment to entry level and high attrition Firefighter/Emergency Medical Technician
and Firefighter Paramedic positions with a salary in a range with identified 2021 comparables of surrounding
jurisdictions within three years. This option also covers future capacity requirements due to growth and adds
the positions needed in the floater pool to help resolve overtime issues.
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Option 1 will enable Brevard County Fire Rescue to improve compliance with National Fire Protection
Association standards in regards to apparatus and equipment replacement, make an investment in current and
future fire station relocations and replacements, and support an investment in the Fire Rescue Fleet facility.
Additionally, property owners may see a benefit as a result of an improved Insurance Services Office (ISO)
rating. This option also addresses required reserves over 7 years, recommended as a best practice.

Option2 =~

A 35% increase to the current Fire Assessment rates using current approved Fire Assessment methodology
with annually adjusted increases to CPl or 3%, whichever is lower. The new assessment rate equates to a
$5.74 per month increase to the average assessed homeowner. This adjusted rate would generate
approximately $8,770,650 annually in additional revenue.

This increase will provide flexibility to accelerate the time frame for addressing the wage disparity between
Brevard County and identified 2021 comparables of surrounding jurisdictions. It would also allow addressing
all Brevard County Fire Rescue field classifications with surrounding jurisdiction comparables notwithstanding
attrition rates.

Option 2 mirrors option 1 in terms of future capacity, overtime, reserve requirements, and meeting National
Fire Protection Association standards.

Action 2: Approve Fire Assessment Notice to Property Owners:

Request approval of notice to property owners (please see attachment 1) and impacts to each property class
(please see attachment 2). We will update this notice with the amounts as approved by the board. The
proposed notice has been coordinated with the County Attorney’s Office.

Action 3: Set public hearing date for final approval of proposed Fire Assessment:

Request authorization to schedule a public hearing for final approval of the proposed Fire Assessment at the
regularly scheduled board meeting on 20 April, 2021 at 09:00 a.m. If approved, the Special Assessment rate
resolution will be modified to reflect the Board atithorized user fees.

Clerk to the Board Instructions:
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER
FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST

Kimberly Powell, Clerk to the Board, 400 South Street ® PO. Box 999, Titusville, Florida 32781-0999 Telephone: (321) 637-2001
Fax: (321) 264-6972
Kimberly.Powell@brevardclerk.us

March 10, 2021

MEMORANDUM
TO:  Chief Mark Schollmeyer, Fire Rescue  Attn: Pamela Barrett
RE: Item J.2., Proposed Fire Assessment for Brevard County Fire Rescue

The Board of County Commissioners, in regular session on March 9, 2021, tentatively approved
Option 2 for a Fire Assessment adjustment, consisting of a 35 percent increase to the current Fire
Assessment rates using current approved Fire Assessment methodology with annually adjusted
increases to Consumer Price Index (CPI) or three percent , whichever is lower, which equates to
a $5.74 per month increase to the average assessed homeowner, that would generate
approximately $8,770,650 annually in additional revenue and would provide flexibility to
accelerate the time frame for addressing the wage disparity between Brevard County and
identified comparables of surrounding jurisdictions, and allow addressing of all Brevard County
Fire Rescue field classifications with surrounding jurisdiction comparables notwithstanding
attrition rates; approved a notice to property owners and impacts to each property class; and
authorized a Public Hearing for final approval of the proposed Fire Assessment at the Board of
County Commission meeting on April 20, 2021.

Your continued cooperation is always appreciated.
Sincerely,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RACHEL M. SADOFF, CLE!
\

cc: Public Safety Director
County Manager
Finance
Budget

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



****E*NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER™*****

Brevard County Board of County Commissioners Notice Date: March 15, 2021
Brevard County Fire Rescue - Fire Operations

1040 South Florida Avenue

Rockledge, Florida 32955

John Doe
123 Main Street
Melbourne FL 32940

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED BREVARD COUNTY FIRE SERVICES SPECIAL ASSESSMENT RATE
Contacts: If you have guestions about the Fire Assessment please call Brevard County Fire Rescue: (321)
350-9734. Also see our Frequently Asked Questions at https://www.brevardfl.gov/firerescue/
Education/FAQ.

If you have guestions about your city being included in the assessment please call your city: City of West
Melbourne: (321) 727-7700; Town of Palm Shores: (321) 242-4555; Town of Melbourne Village: (321) 723-
8300 and Town of Grant-Valkaria: (321) 951-1380.

Dear Property Owner,

This letter is to notify you the County will consider a proposed adjustment to your current Fire Services Special
Assessment that will be included in your 2021 property tax bill to support fire services and the calculation for
the Fire Services Special Assessment on an annual basis going forward. Brevard County Fire Rescue is the
provider of fire services/protection services within the unincorporated area of Brevard County, the City of
West Melbourne, the Town of Grant-Valkaria, the Town of Melbourne Village, and the Town of Palm Shores
(the “Benefit Area”). The Department provides fire protection services and levies the Fire Services Special
Assessment fee to provide partial funding to pay the cost of making fire services/protection available for all
improved property within the benefit area of the County.

The Fire Services Special Assessment is collected using the uniform method for the levy, collection, and
enforcement of non-ad valorem assessments as set forth in Chapter 197, Florida Statutes. The Fire Services
Special Assessment is an existing non-ad valorem assessment that is annually assessed. The total annual Fire
Services Special Assessment revenue to be collected for fiscal year 2021-2022 is estimated to be SXXXXXXX.
Also proposed is an annual increase to the Fire Services Special Assessment equal to the Consumer Price Index
(CP1) or 3%, whichever is less. If approved, the proposed assessment for your property (see details below)
starts in the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2021. For each fiscal year thereafter the rate will increase by CPI
or 3% until such time that further action is considered by the Board of County Commissioners.

The amount of the Fire Services Special Assessment to be applied against each parcel will be based upon the
property use code designated by the Property Appraiser and square footage ranges, where applicable, as well
as the applicable hazard code, as determined by the National Fire Protection Agency standard. Further
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information on the rules governing the Fire Assessment can be found in Section 98-46 to 98-59 of the Brevard
County Code of Ordinances at

https://library. municode.com/fl/brevard_county/codes/code_of ordinances?nodeld=PTIICOOR CH98SPDI A
RTIIMUSEBEUNMSS DIV3SPASREPR S98-46PU

The proposed assessment for the subject property is calculated below. The Town of Palm Shores (Resolution
2007-01), the Town of Melbourne Village (Resolution 2007-01), the Town of Grant-Valkaria (Resolution 2007-
11) and the City of West Melbourne (Resolution 2007-08) have authorized the County to include the
properties located within their boundaries in the Fire Services Special Assessment under the same rate
schedule as properties in the unincorporated area of the County. If you have questions about your
Town/City’s participation in the assessment, we ask that you contact the City or Town manager at the phone
number above.

Site Address or Legal Description: Billing Units within this Parcel: 1
123 Main Street Based Upon Square Footage of: 1179
Melbourne FL Use Code Designation: 110

Base Rate Factor or Hazard Code: 1.00

Parcel ID Number: Current Special Assessment Levied: $150.65

26 36XX-XX-X-XX Proposed Fire Services Special Assessment to be levied
annually against this Parcel: $160.53

Tax Account Number: Projected 2021 Annual Rate Adjustment: +$9.88

260XXXX

If approved by the Board of County Commissioners, the proposed Fire Service Special Assessment will be
reflected in your 2021 tax bill which is sent in November 2021.

Pursuant to Chapter 197, Florida Statutes, and at the direction of the Brevard County Board of County
Commissioners, Notice is given that the Board of County Commissioners will hold a public hearing at 9:00
a.m. on April 20, 2021, to consider the rates for the Brevard County Fire Rescue Fire Service Special
Assessment. The hearing will be held in the Commission Board Room, Building C, 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson
Way, Viera, Florida 32940. You and all other affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing
and to file written objections with the Board of County Commissioners at the above address within twenty
(20) days of receiving this notice. The Fire Services Special Assessment will continue annually at the rates
established at this hearing until further action of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners. The
Fire Services Special Assessment shall appear on the ad valorem tax bill 2021 that is mailed in November 2021
and will be collected by the Tax Collector.

Pursuant to Chapter 197, Florida Statutes, we are required to notify you that failure to pay the assessment will
cause a tax certificate to be issued against your property and may result in loss of title.

*¥*EXXTH|S IS NOT A BILL*****
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FIRE ASSESSMENT

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
Option 1 29% Increase Option 2 35% Increase

RESIDENTIAL: RESIDENTIAL

New Annual #izw Ranga -Squara| Currant Annusl Ditfarence
Rate Per/Month fomt Rats | Adjustment Rate Per/Month |
3581 10 | f0-700 5 43265 1504 5540 130
14200 FITy 701-1100 5 110135 3458 148 61 32
E 19746 371 1101-1400 $ 15338 |§  saes 207 06 r
E 367 478 1401-1800 3 196.64 [ 265,46 5
37, 94 1801-2200 5 245815 8603 a3104 747
32053 113 2201-2600 3 29497 [§ 10834 | ¢ ¥8 31 (7]
24383 831 26011000000 5 344.13 12043 |5 dsesa 1008
RESIDENTIAL: RESIGINTIAL:
Example: Manufactured / Moduler Hame Double and Triple wide Example: Manufactured / Medular Hema Deable and Triale wide
Sive Range Square| Current Annual 29% New Annual | pifferance [$lae Range -Squars| Current Annual 35% New Annual Difference
foot Rata Adjiitmant Rata Per/Manth Rate Adjustmint Rute Par/Manth
0700 IS0 | 1 (5T 1237 06l 2500 | § (51 FEE] 071
708-1300 GIAT T [TET] 5 [Ti1) 2% 851 188
1101-1400 CEHE 3580 a7 15 8897 TR 13011 258
14011800 11805 |3 3300 | ¢ 14712 3 11405]8  sam|s 1537 133
1H01-2300 16757 [ E 1892 a5 1425715 sasa|s 1w 18
2201-2600 17109 49.02 | ¢ 22071 13 171098 ssmalS 23097 159
2601-1000000 5559 | ; ST | 15747 a7 19359 (8 eamels  aenas s
MESIDENTIAL: NESIBENTIAL:
Exampla: Manufsctuted s Wide - Manufsciured Single Wide
(S0 Mange -Square| Current Annusl N New Anmusl | Differance %i7e Range -Squara| Current Annual 35% New Annual | Differsnzs
fost Rate tment Rate Fue/Manth Rats | Adjustment Rate Pat/Menth
0700 ¥ 527 2145 044 [TaT =0 2454 051 |
7011300 AL T8 1342 59,68 112 4624 1619 6245 135
1101-1800 64 47 [ E 8110 156 ] FET 647 B
1401 1A00 [FE7) 2398 106 54 200 7] FTETY 1150 AL
18013300 [TET) FTT T ] Wiy  wu|s wwm o1
72032600 12188 3593 | ¢ 1908 235 I TS E 16704 161
2601100000 18457 4191 186 43 i) 18452[5  sosa|: 13540 axr
RESIDENTIAL:
Mutt-Earm
Currant Apnusl 29% New Annual | Difference Current Annusl 35% New Annual Differemen
Rate Adjusiment Rata Par/Manth Rutm Ad]ustment Rats Per/Manth
32044 9233 | ¢ My ls EED) ) 112,18 e 135
5083915 147435  6ssAr|s 0 um 50R39 (5 17794 58633 1483
90307 | - S 2182 [T 607 21934 6.3
119438 055 1948 |s  amex|s  isizal EL)
261835 E1 15 LAILIS[S slae7|S  ssqan: 632
178800 [TEx] 70800 | § 132580 11380 11048
2AI0 T 13930 78T S 2740085 1056887 HEH
10815 83 161 K7 1083553 |5 M79256 |5 l4TE LN 3608
19,763 31 a7781 1976121 |$ 681703 | § J6E8033 57643
RESIDEHTIAL: RESIDENTIAL:
Fammpla: MH Parks Luample; M Parks
$ite Range -Square| Current Anmical 29% New Annual [ Offfsrence 414 Hangs -Square| Current Annual 35% Mave Ammual Differanee
fomt Rate | Adjustment |  Rate |_Per/Month foat Rata | Adlustment | Rate Pt/ Munth
) [PHPL] 15837 7522 [ITET) [¥1] 45 MHRL 159 37 B0TA| 5 w005 5
105 MEPI) 4amE9 [ 13012|%  s7aar 1084 3|5 a5 esa )
2650 (MWPN |5 Gia7a 8103 04077 1593 GA74|5 asE|s  emm i
51100 iniPalS  169133s 4327 2,189 30 4101 1697135 384005 z391u: 4850
101-150_ [MHPS) L0 37 65568 391065 SiEl 2.76097 TRLMA |5 aosial 6554
151700 [MHPS) 41211 189,51 440062 [T sa2uls tiseaels w035 #3257
201 and up|MH?7) nois 2sri(s inasaso|s ko1 auo|s zamrs|s 108484 FITET
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FIRE ASSESSMENT

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
Option 1 29% Increase Option 2 35% Increase
NON-RESIDENTIAL, LIGHT HAZARD Examples: NON-RESIDENTIAL, LIGHT HAZARD Examples:
Church, frivate Szhool, SRS, Motel, Golf Caurss School, BAN, Matel, Golf Courss
i::",:: 29% Incraass |New Total/¥r 'T::":"":: Curtent Rate | 35% Increuse |  Now Total :-I:;:\;:::
163.12 7630 33942 635 16012 .09 35521 1487
1575 | § LIRTAE 578 783 11575 110.51 21636 a1
390,93 | § 11387 504 10 Gah 15093 11583 52176 1140
50369 146 07 64976 1217 503.60 17674 679,90 1463
[T 17877 T95 23 1490 £16 46 USTE 83122 1794
99235 287.78 | 5 178013 3398 | 99235 347.32 2854
,744.12 | § 20575 2480 4115 174812 al044 SO.87
45590 [§ 72381 321971 60.32 2,495.50 5 2.9 |
A MIET S48 & 159 45 7848 124767 1,196,658 MR
43311108 1256025 558713 104 67 438111 1,515 89 11632
N A P NON-RESIDENTIAL, ORDINARY HAZARD GROUP 1 Essmple:
light manulscturing, retirement homa fast food rextaurant, light manufaciuring, retirement homs
29% Naw Annual|  Diftarance Current Annua| 35% New Annual | Difference
| Adjustment | anth Rate Adjustment Rate | Per/Month
K 8039 < 70 FIEET] 9703 37425 205
105.15 | 5 B 38274 126.56 48970 1058
| 4 140,82 iR 284 90 189.72 85462 1414
193.76 16:15 56414 13385 901.99 1942
245,90 | ¢ 2058 #5139 197.5% 1,149.38 2483
Az4.04 3534 148231 sum 973 98 A2 6%
R SN (11 2,683 84 939.34 362118 pLE])
,132.59 [IET) 3,905.47 1,366.91 5.71.38 1139
ABENE | S 12391 5137015 170448 6,021.60 14554
L TINT) 15143 B10H 74 |5 322008 #5080 |5  18s17
NON-RESIDENTIAL, ORDINARY HAZARD GROUP 2 Exsmple! NON-RESIDENTIAL, ORDINARY HAZARD GROUP 2 Example:
Rutall Store, Office Ruildings, Convanisnce Stora Retail Siore, Office Bulldings, Convehlunte Store
New Annual|  Differance Sire Range - |Current Annual 35% New Annual | Diffarance
Annual Rate Rete Par/Manth Squsre feot Rate Ad|ustment Rare |_Per/Month
4913t Ba.4 | 375,73 Foa 0-500 291 31 10196 19337 850
400,72 1ima 51854 999 S01-25040 409.72 14848 55317 195
57BA7 | 167.87 6,74 13190 2000-3495 57887 10260 TR1 AT 588
B32.59 24145 107404 po B b 35004999 Ax2 %9 L4 L1800 128
108632 [§  M503[5 14mi3s 26325 5000-9999 1,086 32 021 456 53 1 68
1,932 06 560,30 2,492 36 4669 | 10000-13999 1,952.06 £76.22 B8 28 56.35
1,63356 o5083 |5 467430 8757 |zaouo-19999 162356 1.268.35 491 81 165 B9
531505 |5 154134 (S 685841 17845 1000035530 531505 1,000.27 AT532 |8 5o
7,006 54 03150 |5 501844 169.32 4000045550 100654 2,452.29 A58 .83 204.36
BEI803 |5 2,522.43 11,23046 21020 0000 + 8,638,031 3,044.31 11,742.34 253.69
NON-RESIDENTIAL, ORDINARY HAZARD GROUP 3 Example: NON-RESIDENTIAL, ORDINARY HAZARD GROUP 3 £xample:
Cald Storage, h Sawmlll, Lumber Yard, Cold Starage, Warrhauie
Current 29% New Annuml| Difference Current Annua! 35% Naw Annual | Differenca
| Annual Rate | Adjustmant Rate Par/Month Rate | _Adjustmant Rate Par/Month
335.15 |5 414.44 186 3i5.1% 113.00 43395 S48
332.43 67408 12.63 572 43 18287 705.36 15.24
(XL LN7.61 19 44 804.4 FITET) 1,085 94 1146
1,731.18 > 1,583.19 1966 1,227.2 419,55 5,656 83 3580 |
165015 1.128.80 3088 1,650.15 57155 2,200 4811
306073 |5 3m705 7394 3,059.71 1,070.91 4,130.64 924 |
5,878 88 583.76 14207 578 A8 05761 1,936.40 17147
|5 _B.6IA03 1527046 21020 8639803 044,31 ! 25340
11,517.49 4,339,595 | $ 14,8571 FTR L 1154719 03102 13557
14,336 34 415754 | 5 33646 5 1433614 5. 0L7.72 19,354 06 ALl 14

257



